
UNIVERSAL CHILDREN’S DAY 
Sunday 29 November 2015

Universal Children’s Day is celebrated by millions as “a day of worldwide 
fraternity and understanding between children.”

BAPS Swaminarayan Sanstha, a member of the United Nations Economic 
and Social Council, observed the Day in London with an inspiring 
programme titled ‘The Power of Children’.  
It was innovatively presented as a talk show that explored a child’s 
power to inspire.

KRISHNA JANMASHTAMI CELEBRATIONS  
Thursday 25 August 2016 

The birth of Shri Krishna Bhagwan was devoutly celebrated throughout the 
day with an annakut offering. In a special evening assembly, sadhus narrated 
the life and teachings of Krishna, while youths sang eloquent kirtans 
extolling his personality and virtues. The finale – marking his divine birth 
– was celebrated with the arti followed by the joyous swinging of the 
cradle.

‘KIDZ ULTIMATE CHALLENGE’ LAUNCH 
Sunday 21 February 2016

The ‘Kidz Ultimate Challenge’ was a composite set of child development 
initiatives that panned out over the year of 2016 at BAPS centres throughout 
the UK and in Europe. Through a multitude of exercises and competitions, 
it aimed to fulfil and advance the potential of every young boy and girl, 
developing their knowledge of Hinduism, cultural awareness, and abilities 
in oration, music, art and sports.

OPEN HOUSE LONDON 
Saturday 17 & Sunday 18 September 2016

BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir joined more than 750 buildings across 
London on the weekend of 17 and 18 September 2016 to participate in ‘Open 
House London’ – an annual architectural festival celebrating London’s 
buildings and design. The Mandir – one of London’s iconic religious 
buildings – welcomed almost 1,000 guests across the two days.

BAPS SWAMINARAYAN SUNDAY SCHOOL  
WINS BRITISH ACADEMY AWARD FOR  

GUJARATI TEACHING
Tuesday 15 December 2015

The BAPS Swaminarayan Sunday School in Brent was presented with a 
British Academy Schools Language Award for its provision of Gujarati 

teaching. The supplementary school, operated by the Mandir, was one of 
only 14 winners from more than 150 applicants across the UK.

VOLUNTEERS RECEIVE TRAINING FROM 
GUIDE DOGS ASSOCIATION  

Friday 9 September 2016 

Volunteers at the Mandir received the London Engagement Team from the 
Guide Dogs Association. Mel, Rob and Desi were joined by Amit Patel, who 

is registered blind, for a day of training. This including educational talks 
and practical demonstrations on how to guide a visually impaired person 

through narrow spaces, doors, and up and down stairs.

PARENTING, EDUCATION & GUJARATI 
SEMINARS

March to June 2016 

More than 700 parents, grandparents and carers of children attended 
the Parenting, Education & Gujarati Seminars at centres around the UK, 

including in London. Highly informative videos, presentations and group 
activities focussed on methods to motivate children, boost their self-

esteem and enhance their potential.

TRIBUTE ASSEMBLY IN HONOUR OF 
HH PRAMUKH SWAMI MAHARAJ 

Thursday 22 September 2016 

More than a thousand dignitaries and invited guests gathered to pay tribute to 
the life and legacy of His Holiness Pramukh Swami Maharaj. He passed away 

on 13 August 2016 at the age of 94. 

On the occasion, the Worshipful Mayor of Brent Cllr Parvez Ahmed 
presented a special certificate in recognition of Pramukh Swami Maharaj’s 

“outstanding contribution to Brent” by way of the Neasden Temple.
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SWAMINARAYAN JAYANTI & RAMA NAVMI 
CELEBRATIONS  
Saturday 16 April 2016

The festivals of Swaminarayan Jayanti and Rama Navmi were celebrated with 
a host of devotional festivities. Sadhus performed the annakut thal and a 
special arti at noon to commemorate the birth of Shri Ramchandraji.

In the evening assembly, a vivid combination of multimedia effects, 
bhajans, discourses and sketches brought to life a joyous enactment 
of Bhagwan Swaminarayan’s birth and the context and impact of his 
revolutionary work.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 
Saturday 12 March 2016

BAPS Swaminarayan Sanstha celebrated International Women’s Day in the UK 
with an event aimed at inspiring change, raising awareness, and empowering 
women to make positive changes in their lives, families and the wider 
community. 

Entitled ‘Creating the Stronger You’, it helped women of all ages and 
backgrounds to become healthier, stronger and more confident 
individuals.

‘BRING A FRIEND’ DAY 
Thursday 9 June 2016 

Young volunteers welcomed more than 250 friends and colleagues for a 
memorable open evening at the Mandir. After a guided tour, guests engaged 
with interactive stalls that demonstrated Hindu festivals, the creative arts, 
bhakti, charitable activities, the art and architecture of mandirs, health and 
vitality, and traditional Indian music. The evening was brought to a close 
with a short talk and a traditional vegetarian meal.

EARTH HOUR  
Saturday 19 March 2016 

BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir, London joined iconic landmarks as well 
as communities and organisations from 178 countries by switching off its 
non-essential lights to observe Earth Hour at 8.30pm on Saturday 19 
March 2016. 

Earth Hour – the world’s largest environmental event – is a “global 
moment of solidarity for climate action” involving millions of people 
to raise awareness about protecting the future of the planet.

‘BECOME ADARSH’ LAUNCH 
Saturday 14 May 2016 

‘Become Adarsh: Eni Rite Rit’ was a year-long personal Satsang 
development programme catering to over a thousand youths in the UK. 

The initiative incorporated various exercises and competitions, including 
written assessments and oral presentations, with the aim of helping 

participants develop new knowledge and skills and apply spiritual 
concepts in day to day life situations.

SPECIAL EDITION OF ANTIQUES ROADSHOW 
Sunday 13 March 2016 

BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir, London hosted a special edition of  
the BBC’s Antiques Roadshow. 

The popular series devoted an entire episode of prime time TV to celebrate 
the art and culture of India. Titled ‘India Special’, the programme reflected 

on the fascinating and rich history of India as portrayed through an 
enchanting collection of objects, with the Mandir’s courtyard providing 

the primary setting for their exhibition.

SANGITMAY SHRIMAD BHAGWAT PARAYAN 
Monday 8 to Friday 12 August 2016

Yogiprem Swami, an accomplished singer from India, enthralled the audience 
over five days as he delivered a ‘sangitmay’ parayan on the Shrimad Bhagwat 

Puran. Interspersed with his melodious singing and to the accompaniment 
of musical instruments, he eloquently expounded upon the core teachings 

from one of Hinduism’s most popular and profound scriptures.

BAPS ANNUAL 10K CHALLENGE
Sunday 10 April 2016 

More than 3,000 people – from toddlers through to senior citizens – joined 
the BAPS Annual 10K Challenge in London and other towns and cities 

around the UK. The charity event was a nationwide effort to raise money 
for various worthy causes and local charities in a fun and healthy way. 

Previous national partners have included the British Heart Foundation, 
Diabetes UK, Breast Cancer Care, Age UK, Barnardo’s, KIDS, The 

Anthony Nolan Trust, and Macmillan Cancer Support.


